The Rising Cost for a College Education
“The current generation of young people deserves admiration for the contributions they already have made: creating hip-hop culture, winning sweatshop-free purchasing agreements, and for being the backbone of Barack Obama's unprecedented volunteer campaign. They will be the cradle of social activism for the next 20 years. But the challenges they face on their campuses are far different from those of my generation, and perhaps more profound.” Tom Hayden, The Chronicle
Atlanta—As the price for a college education increases, parents and students alike, ask themselves if a higher education is really worth it? With the economy currently resting in a state of stability, an extra $40,000 to sit in a class and earn a degree, is not really fitting into your 40 hour work week yet.  Each school year passes, and tuition has raised at least $500 every other semester (not including books).  More and more employers are lowering work standards for job applicants while students are leaving college with debt and hoping to gain employment with their newly earned degree. 
College has become an exciting opportunity for eager students ready to step out on their own. Many receive their first credit card the summer before freshman year. Parents ready their bank accounts for the largest transaction it has seen since the mortgage.  But for those paying for their own education, where is your tuition money coming from:
· Scholarships 
· Loans
· Parents
· Employed
It’s your money and you should know where every penny is spent, right? Right, that’s why you receive that lovely bill ever semester that graciously lists where your thousands of dollars is disappearing to. None the less, a college education is not going to go without a price. As the number of students applying for college increases so does its price. But why? The more students attending an institution mean more money for the university, which allows the school to create new buildings, amenities and campus programs for students. 
· Current student at Kennesaw State, Michael James, reveals his tuition has gone up at least $400 since last year, leaving his bill from $2,540 per semester to almost $3,000 per semester( not including books or fees). 

· Tuition and mandatory fee charges at four-year public institutions has risen in every state,
· As many institutions begin to expand, they gain new sports teams, new mascots, all new updated technology on campus, shuttle services and improved housing. 
· “State spending for public colleges and universities dropped sharply last year, as the state-by-state numbers contained in this special report from the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education demonstrate. At the same time, tuition and required fee charges rose significantly in many states, and some states reduced their student financial aid programs,” –William Trombley .
Of course many students have earned scholarships, these allows them to receive education for less if not free.  Recently colleges have been increasing scholarship dollars. As institutions  do this, they are causing non-scholarship winners to pay more for their tuition. “In 2009-10, more than $154 billion in financial aid was awarded to undergraduate students. The average amount of aid for a full-time undergraduate student was about $11,500, including more than $6,000 in grants that don’t have to be repaid,” states www.collegeboard.com.
Is there still Hope?
With new Hope Scholarship policies taking place, students feel that with such narrow qualifications, they will have better luck looking for other sources of financial aid. Students must have a 3.0 GPA graduating from an eligible high school to get HOPE and maintain a 3.0 GPA in college to keep HOPE. To obtain full coverage through the Zell Miller Scholarship, students must have a 3.7 GPA graduating from an eligible high school, plus a combined 1200 on the reading and math sections of the SAT or at least a 26 Composite ACT score. Though Hope Scholarship does not cover everything, for many parents and students, it is just the kind of help they need. However, the lottery proceeds cannot keep up with the demands from HOPE Scholarships awarded to college students. State Representative Len Walker suggests “The state must use a chunk of the lottery’s unrestricted reserves to make up the difference.”
How to get your loan.
[bookmark: _GoBack] If it were a perfect world we would all get a scholarship for a graduation gift. However, it is not a perfect place and not everyone gets a present. For many students like Michael James, his parents pay for his education. He states,” going to college actually started out as my parents dream for me. I wasn’t really sure if I wanted to be in school anymore after high school, but my parents kept telling me I would not be able to get a career without a degree.” With the thought of unemployment in his future, he quickly grasped the idea of college. Michael was asked he or his parents ever considered taking out a loan? “ Honestly the thought of a loan is intimidating. There is always so much fine print. It seems that no matter what you do, you will still be owing the bank money.” 
Though many parents do not mind paying for their child’s education, what about the parents who cannot afford that bill every year. In many cases like these, student/parents look for an alternate income; a loan.  “Educational loans bridges the gap between the ‘students’ from lower background and ‘education’ that enlightens the knowledge of one’s future development,” states www.eduloaninfo.com. The option of taking out a loan is normally looked upon as a negative thing. Former KSU student and parent Kim Keaton remarks, “My parents always told me that our last option was to take out a loan, but it was the only option when I had to send my ikid to school.” Student loans tend to be put off and deferred over the years. However this regularly leads to poor credit and too much debt to handle. Repayment of the loan is easier with flexible time duration after the course has got completed and even after getting placements. Listed below are resources to gain additional info on loans:
· www.studentloanborrowerassistance.org –“ A resource for borrowers, their families, and advocates representing student loan borrowers. This site is for people who already have student loans and want to know more about their options and rights.”
· www.wellsfargo.com/student
· www.salliemae.com
· www.direct.ed.gov
· www.studentloans.gov

College: A Right or a Privilege?
After looking at the steep price of a higher education, many students are asking themselves if all the time and money is worth it? If a degree is better than a high paying job? Ultimately the decision is yours. Many state officials agreed that lazy, unmotivated teens should not be pushed into college. But is this really fair to keep someone from their natural right? Educators hate to turn a blind-eye to struggling students, but the reality of the situation is that not everyone gets a free ride to college. So unless everyone plans on winning the lottery in the near future, the idea of a high price for high education should be tightly grasped. 

